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The tales of their supreme sacrifice:
do they deserve all the times? A
view

Kunal Roy

Questioning on the identity and
recognition of the female race is really a
matter to be read and thought about time
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and again. Over the years, she has been
humiliated, tormented, disrespected,
considered a commodity and above all a
creature of blood flesh and muscles that is
meant for the physical gratification.
Protest, an alien to her mental make up.
But whenever she has tried to raise her
voice or claim her rights, she has been
either throttled to death or made to
sacrifice to prove her worth before the
social milieu. The tale of injustice is still
imprinted on their conscience. The heart
still bleeds profusely. The cry if the soul
still tears apart the sky! Instances from the
past bear a strong testimony to the
upheaval fettle of the woman race. Little
do we realise their role and importance in
the growth of our society. This is one of
the reasons behind the disparity in the
men women ratio. And even the ages
don't know when the darkness will be
dispelled and they will get back their
honour and glory anew!
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Let us look back to a few events which
still manage to send the chill down our
spine. We may not feel ashamed as the
tendency of the masculine race is to smear
them with blood! To make them
comprehend their position, which is in
fact nothing but below their feet? It seems
every moment the rose is crushed under
the wheels of chauvinism and vanity.
This not only brings forth the grains of
ego but also the devilish delight in the
accepted sense of term!

Each one of us is aware of the birth
history of the Lord Krishna. But a handful
only knows that the Bhagavati Adishakti
took her form at the same hour who
predicted the death of Kangsha at the
hands of Krishna. Yet the place of
Goddess was a temporary one here. Her
existence was sacrificed for the sake of
magnifying the image of the Lord, the
hero of the epic! It is worth mentioning
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that the Goddess who is primordial force
behind the entire creative process had to
take a back seat here to show the strength
of the masculine gender.

On the other hand, if we focus on the two
primary characters of the Mahabharata
namely Draupadi and Chitrangada,
differences of poles apart nature can be
judged without a further doubt.
Draupadi, the dark, heavenly maiden,
born off the fire could not escape the
severe humiliation, as her mother in law
Kunti, without even noticing her, asked
her five sons to get her divided among
them. Something she embraced willingly
for the betterment of the society at large.

While Chitrangada, the princess of
Manipur who was taught every lesson on
the tactics of warfare by her father and
brought up like a son, who would be
enthroned after him, had become a
deprived wife, despite being loyal. Her
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identity got muddled like the rest of the
women! Though she managed to surface
her hidden woman facets, seduced
Arjuna and married her to, a number of
questions still lurk at the corner of one's
heart. Wasn't she too manly for any one's
liking? Wasn't she ill bred, a misfit in the
matters of heart and to be someone's arm?
The answers are still too crucial to define!
Tagore says she prayed. To be granted
femininity, to be allowed beautiful. She
prayed for a miracle, a transformation to
become a girl for a year to fulfil all her
natural wishes. Here too it is noticed she
was made to sacrifice, moved away from
what she actually wanted or deserved to
have. She, in fact realised that under the
hegemony of Indraprastha, Manipur
would be fortified and remain fearless
against the alien attacks. And not Arjuna
who only enjoyed some typical moments
of romance with her! Moreover, it is
surprising to note that the tale of sacrifice
didn't stop here! The tales of such
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supreme women are beyond any
conventional description.

Remember how Khana, the daughter of
Moi Danob and daughter in law of
Baraha, the much famed astrologer of his
times had to sacrifice her life by getting
her tongue split into halves to teach the
lesson of immortal sacrifice to the society.
She was supposed to hold an honourable
position in the King's court after counting
the number of stars in the blue sky. But
the clash of ego and vanity made her lay
down her life before the image of Lord
Shiva. How painful it is! How awful it is!

Mpyriad illustrations are there to illumine
and glorify their tales of supreme. But
there had been hardly an instance where
they belittled themselves; rather at every
single step they sharply showed the
essence of sacrifice. After all it takes a lot
of mental stamina to sacrifice oneself to
teach the ‘'lessons of immortality".
However, the incorrigible masculine race
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will never be able to comprehend an iota
of this axiom!

Focusing on Amrapali, the beautiful
woman of Vaishali willingly chose to be
the Nagarbadhu. This was simply
because her father could not assure
enough security for his daughter. Later
her transformation into a court dancer
and eventually seeking the path of peace
bore a strong testimony to her nature of
sacrifice to protect the society from every
single bit of ill domination!

The Rajputs had never stayed behind this
saga of willing sacrifice (on the part of the
female race). Padmini of Chittor saved
her honour and chastity, not enforced (as
appeared), but a willing celebration of her
life. Something to ponder on, something
to get reviewed by the male chauvinist
society!
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A little after, if we have a look into the
matter of our freedom struggle, the
immense sacrifice and the contribution of
the female race can be easily noticed and
judged. Despite being put behind the bars
and the inhuman torture where the teeth
were broken, nails were ripped off, hair
was cut and lips were burnt, they did not
open their mouth. They knew their
purpose well. The sacrifice made by them
for the liberation of the society from the
foreign yoke deserves a special mention
here. Days fly away but the echoes of
sacrifice can still be heard even in the
cracks and fissures of a dilapidated
mansion, tucked away at the farthest
corner of the nation!

At this very hour when the 'SciTech'
scenario has reached the tip, women are
not behind men. They are working at par
with the masculine gender. Yet torment
refuses to leave them. Harmony is
mercilessly destroyed by the discordant
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notes. They are beaten up, thrashed,
tortured, ravished and even slaughtered.
The 'passive status' is never considered to
be an act of complement in the whole
process, but a sense of banality works
with profundity!

On the other hand, it is worth mentioning
that though domestic violence is more,
divorce is not younger than among those
residing overseas. As global divorce rates
rise, studies show that India ranks the
lowest in the world- at less than 1 percent.
Luxembourg has the highest rate, at 87
percent and US records 46 percent.

The girl child is a curse, especially by the
people of the remote corners. The
abortion of the female embryos is the
order of the day. A little girl child's
mouth is immersed in a bowl of milk
containing the hemlock extracted from
Dhutrophul's seeds to make her die on
her mother's lap. Such examples are
scattered all over the world. A timeless
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act. Time fleets away but the stories of
their sacrifice will hopefully never end.
Will the society ever understand this?
Will it ever display its respect to them?
Else the days are not faraway when an
imbalance will be created to wreak havoc.
Time to fathom, realise and apply. Are
you listening?
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PENPRINTS SOLUTION

Develop your webiste / e-commerce
website at INR 2500/-

We offer a wide range of services
including ~ WordPress  Development,
Content Writing, E-publishing, Journal
Hosting, Academic Journal Publishing,
Journal Management System, Content
Management System (CMS), Reputation
Management, Digital Marketing and
Referencing in different styles and lots
more.

Mail us at admin@penprints.in / website
- WWW.penprints.in
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Do not inflict mother nature, love her

Debanjan Banerjee

“Only when the last tree has died and the
last river has been poisoned and the last
fish has been caught will we realize we
cannot eat money”

No, perhaps we will not. The so called
civilized humans are pouncing this planet
over the centuries. The poisonous and
unending evil in the name of #Greed
ghastly inflicting the womb where from
we havetaken our birth to see this
breathtaking planet.
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The torment is terrific and multifaceted.
No parts of mother’s body (read
Environment) are spared. Almost all are
destructed, devastated and mutilated.
From Air to Water - Soil to Noise we are
indeed determined to ruin this beautiful
bodyand dragging it silently and
systematically towards necropolis.

Amidst such gruesome realities there are
many rays of hopes. Numerous nations,
innumerable sensible humans,
uncountable NGOs, nature activists,
stalwart organizations like World Wide
Fund for Nature, Greenpeace, The Nature
Conservancy, UN Environment
Programme, European Environment
Agency, Global Green Growth Institute
etc. are coming up to protect the
environment  globally.  And, the
encouraging results are coming up.

In the year 2020 under the
frighteningCovid situation the world has
witnessed something very positive
pertaining to environment. The world has
comprehended #Nine extreme
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affirmative vibes and ushered a new
hope.

1. Carbon emissions are down

While social distancing has definitely
resulted in some social and economic
challenges for many, it also seems to be
improving our air quality since travel has
decreased across the board significantly.
Researchers in New York are reporting
early results, saying that carbon
monoxide levels produced by cars has
decreased 50% in comparison to this time
last year. China and Italy have also
reported  significant air  pollution
decreases since the outbreak.

2. Pablo Escobar’s invasive Hippos
are helping the planet

The famous Colombian drug lord, Pablo
Escobar was known to own many non-
native exotic animals which he would
allow to roam around his compound in
Colombia. These many animals included
wild hippos, which over the years
multiplied from four to eighty. Due to
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their similarities in diet and grazing
habits, researchers are now wondering if
these hippos are filling ecological holes
from the extinct llama-like animal, the
Hemiaucheniaparadoxa.

3. Wales to plant a huge national
forest

Wales announced the government-led,
$5.9 million project to create a National
Forest in order to preserve nature,
improve biodiversity, and sequester
carbon from the atmosphere. Other goals
include their "commitment to tackling
climate change." The plan is set to plant
on 5,000 acres of land each year to
eventually increasing to 10,000 acres per
year in order to hopefully meet their
mark of reducing carbon emissions by
80% by 2050.

4. Dutch man cleans rivers in
addition to oceans cleanup efforts

The young engineer Boyan Slat made
history when he removed two shipping
containers worth of garbage from
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the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. He has
now set his sights on going to the source
of water pollution, the world's most
polluted rivers. With his organization The
Ocean Cleanup, Slat decided to include
rivers in their mission after research
revealed that, "1,000 of the world’s rivers
are responsible for depositing 80% of all
the trash that is currently swirling in the
ocean."

5. Scientists close to creating
artificial photosynthesis

Scientists are on the cusp of being able to
use artificial photosynthesis to generate
renewable energy from the carbon
dioxide in our atmosphere. If created in
large amounts, this could be a crucial step
towards mitigating climate change.

6. New research finds human
ancestor lived in trees

The ancient human ancestor is believed to
date back about 3.67 million vyears.
Nicknamed Little Foot, was believed to
take shelter and sleep in trees in order to
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avoid run ins with saber-toothed cats and
other predators. A new discovery
occurred this month in regards to how
Little Foot was able to move her head and
how the movements are different than
how we as humans can move it today.

7. Restoring soils could remove 5.5
billion tonnes of CO2 a year

Like trees, soil health has been starting to
get some much needed attention. And of
course the two go hand in hand. A new
study concludes that restoring a
protecting our soil could remove the
equivalent of the United States' annual
greenhouse gas emissions. The benefits
gained from soil restoration includes
water  regulation, water  quality,
stabilizing production, and resilience in
ecosystems.

8. Global efforts on ozone help
reverse southern jet stream
damage
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Due to international cooperation in
phasing out ozone depleting chemicals,
the southern jet stream is returning to its
normal state. This is great news because it
is evidence that some climate systems are
capable of healing when governments
agree to make positive environmental
changes.

9. UK plants a “Tiny Forest”

The United Kingdom has planted a tiny
forest said to be the first of its kind in
Oxfordshire. The little forest will consist
of 600 trees and will be about the size of a
tennis court. The forest is intended to not
only benefit the environment but to
inspire others to plant their own little
forests around the world. "We hope to
inspire individuals, businesses and
government to take environmental action,
by supporting a tiny forest in their local
area."

Episode of Hope in Indian perspective

Now, the story from the world’s most
poplous democracy and the land that is
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bestowed upon by the abundance of
nature. The story of that great son of
mother India who relentlessly fought to
save and protect environment till his last
snuffle. Stood as a savior of environment
and outnumbered the inflictors despite all
kind of intimidations.

The saga of SunderlalBahuguna - the
tallest banyan tree, the pioneering and
inspiring leaders of the environmental
movement in India, an irreplaceable jewel
for very diverse reasons.

With his Gandhian background, frugal
lifestyle and a grounded and cultural base
in the Garhwal Himalayas, he was a
contrasting figure when compared to
other environmentalists or wildlife
conservationists of that era who were
often from urban, privileged
backgrounds.

During the struggle against the Tehri
Dam this brought some controversies and
criticisms for him, which in my opinion
was somewhat  misplaced. The
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environmental movement in many parts
of India is often identified on the Left-of-
Centre but to have an impact, you
sometimes need icons and leaders who
command respect across the political
spectrum— Bahuguna was one of those
tigures.

In 1979, during Chipko Movement one of
the slogans of the movement was from a
folk song: Kya hain jungle k upkar? Mitti,
paaniaurbayar (what are the gifts of the
forest? Soil, water and air). Today, you
have terms like “ecosystem services’ that
carry the same meaning. These terms
didn’t even exist back then. Bahuguna
was a pioneer with respect to moving
away the focus from a wildlife-centric
approach to conservation that was then
the norm amongst many of us, and
making it directly relevant for larger
environmental aspects as well as the
livelihoods of people.

In fact, when nobody even dreamt about
such  environmental pollution, his
clairvoyance clicked, and he started
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working as a doctor to eradicate the
environment’s main ailments - saving
soil, water and air from venomous
pollution.

Bahuguna drew our attention to the
importance = of Himalayan  forest,
especially oak-dominated forests, and the
role the greens played in maintaining the
health of local agriculture and water
resources for local communities. So this
link between healthy agriculture and
healthy forests, and between healthy
forests and healthy hydrological systems
is something that we learnt from the
Chipko Movement and in Bahuguna’s
company. That has left an impact.

Sunderlal’s long march from Kashmir to
Kohima, the march across the Himalayas
an attempt to make his local struggles
and discourse pan Himalayas. His focus,
however, remained in the western
Himalayas in the region now the state of
Uttarakhand. His ashram in Silyara is an
inspiration to so many people who visited
the place and learnt about the Chipko
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Movement. Bahuguna referred to the
fragility of the Himalayas— that we
probably shouldn’t have the type of
conventional roads in Himalayas that we
have elsewhere. He believed smaller
villages should be connected with very
well-made footpaths linked to few roads.
What he said with respect to the hazards
of road-building by cutting through
mountain slopes is now so relevant,
consider the Char Dham project and the
widening of the roads and repeated
hazards that the Himalayas are facing,
like extreme rainfall events and
landslides. He was probably the earliest
voices that warned wus against these
dangers, specifically in relation to
conservation and sustainable
development in the Himalayas.

This greatest Padma Vibhushan warrior
against all kind of environmentalcruelty
lost his battle in Covid on May 21, this
year at the age of 94, but, ushered a new
era of hope, positivity and awareness that
we have to save our mother at any cost
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from those greedy inhumane - make
them realize “We cannot eat Money”

Finally, amidst this positivity, let us take

an oath - Stop Pollution Is The Best
Solution...

Page

89



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

TS TF
SJR7 ATF

e B wre R @IE (ieice
ofifg =

SR TR Wee! ARIEE (0o Foiw 20 AAif
i

©Lb FIORTIE A AT ICF JZC8 T2
A fee
f (AF Tom TITe-ANTS A

@A Al =

25 2R affelve ToF (A G TS
AT
AT e [veel fea weoe g=el fues
AT

Page

90



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

R I, e W, fFeme @D I
e

g TR 7TCF AR qFeiete

Y] G FACS A1 I

AT @D AT, 2T 3T IR (AT @R
G2 OGF QN oo ez W 3 QAfF

TP, AT
SR AT

TP T QSR ATO
T Ol (MRETIE AN 27
26 (FIORE AR QA AR Hia Sz

Pl

@3 AT o 2re e T o[
MR- = SfearTe
FLERTS (FUGCe TN TR

Page

91



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

Hifas PIfe (e @R @PTR ST ohe

RIRICIGRISAC S S B R b
o frgesi | M e @R
QUGB Ao TSE OAR

2 N A (2N
(SINICE (2ifr® SPTRarer 4 F 9F oo

oAl

QAP (T2roTe g 2
T el WGt AT g IR

HCST GoTEa Al
e = eI o2 T [ o

Page

92



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

TRFG A-(RCTT- A Fiqol
TR I A

(¥4 @ 71(79% Bahata Ansumali
Mukhopadhyay -& ftre)

TAEA A8 (@ ICACR I 7
SICF I WIS &bfere A 2q0we FIcE Fifere
e @I Y

P (G Beot PfE *Itwa oot
7P N (RS RATGE A

e @I9eed e oAt

TV S Ao A (@ o] Fiest

TieT (o0 ST F40e FACo

R QIR NG (@EN O (s
a7 fipR 2fe el T
TRAE @6 A

Page

93



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

IOFANFE AP (PR

AP T[e] OERS (T
UL CAC IS Gl (G

foicer fafes “roae

e Tare afewE! =twar 929

A TSN Aol fersie
QA HCd (TH

SWma (ANfes TiTeisits el 9
GFAIFSF *Ioq0e (Moo € -G fagem
Ige IR RS T2,

QY AT GF e DI
HATGCT (ARTS ATF

Page

94



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

PIIF ST TGS FACS AP
TR TS FSole oI
Tygoifes qaRcHa FlaRRT e,

(R WS (X6 ATEF AT " FACOL
bz Joia Jfas AT st
EITS o A e ST |

Toeod ANSTNYAS F*F *Irs

(S FHH (Y Acs BT,

wyAifes 5 @b e feersafp
34 2o FroreTSl

TS QA ¢ AGBS F (AN
QAR QG T4 S #ACo

G FSTCF Fo© e (ST =Tl
EIERSEC RIS RS

Page

95



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

AT TN 98
Twel e AN
CATTIRS FCT AL

oG QAR (T8 ¢Sl
ST 5Tl Al B AT AT
GT AR IAee SRR
TR ORI

T G AR

Ay T ©F R AR
LI BRI DS EE R EET|

R FBP® (AT
GIRERIEEIS R

e Wi foa N5 ¢
SR P (e

Page

96



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

S LT (AT
AN TTFR

TB GHH2 A T T
IM (ovq 27, IM TG AT

A AT o
S (A (D08 I IF

Whd PR @ A

€3 J0IF L eSS i
@2 At IR A

YR (TOF 8- (1R F
S I, FECE
BLCRGERCCI NG Rl

fARNE oTF @ A FLAE
93 TICEICF AF 6 o FATE
93 TS O € T @I W

A5, B

Page

97



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

A3 P (ST ] [5G BeTse

7B Mo A 9fS AT N

QI QB A (A & TSA AL,
Q3319 TYE WA T, TS 4T AH

83 (O (A 2, qreqifs, et Bt Bt B,
G5 ¢olreTs, faeaa Weog gfe
YQ IR @0 (oItR

QA I (@, [ NS I
S G (AT

Page

98



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

SEIMIEES
BIRIEORERIE]

GEFO! A (AR |E .,
AN A R

(T ST AR SR,
T P fors I
YNGR |

QISEERICE IR (SEI

Y3 (O TS AT

Ffeibize (=@,

e 2@ €W

B #E (A 8 g i

RIS (U0 3,
A5 (AF ART
g1 At IFl...

I T oA
@ e dfemys @i 92

Page

99



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

Gifel @3 o el
EICERS Eagpieaal]l

Sight and Sound
Gopal Lahiri

The staircase knows its place, the door its
geometry; Voices are running on empty
space, no bigger than itself. Fading
twilight begins cup of eveningsover the
only river of the city. Bonestoss up other
bones, the alleys give angst geography.
Life among frail dead grass crawls as
though in a time of deepest peace. The
streets are full of tall and short people
and there is a coin as well in beggar’s hat.
The morning breeze settles down to sleep.

You arise out of your disappearance, start
singing with a guitar in your hand. Those
yellow rubber- sleepers shine. Everyone
is an island. You appear and reappear. A
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sunny shimmer traverses the streets and
lanes. The dry lines within us soften up.
We turn back to see you, walking behind
us. Deafening noise in the road and every
brick of the tall buildings turn around the
afternoon. A view from the cantilever
bridge fades in the smoke screen.

Carefree summer
Go-as-you-like clouds
Drop text messages

Endless Moment

Gopal Lahiri

The dark clouds keep the boats
from leaving, toss up lost words,
not dash but only full stop.

Stroke of a brush,

the pencil tip rays stay for a while,
the light uncovers cracks, fissures,
strong winds bring last year’s leaves.
its drowned possessions.

A pinpoint holds fast our eyes,
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affixes us to memories,

evening birds peel us from darkness
leading down to corridors,

to stretch out in and burrows through the
thoughts.

Something in us read water in desert,
footprints script the opposite,
grave-diggers meet where evening rays
intersect

this endless moment waits

with unsaid words.
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"Do not weep
The joy that has gone will come again in
another form.
Have no doubt about this!”
Jalaluddin Rumi
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I will be destitute in love with butterfly

Rana Zaman

Butterfly love flowers, or just eat honey?
Butterfly swell from one flower to
another

No problem of butterfly’s love with
flowers
I am fascinated by the beauty of butterfly

I never touch it, thinking it will run out
Never wash my eyes mixed with
butterflied colors

I cultivate flowers to get near butterflies
I sleep twelve months dreaming of
butterflies

I don't want a thousand of butterflies
Let there be a colorful butterfly in my
tree.

I will diffract my world in the colors of
butterflies
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Chiaroscuro
Pratik Mitra

One
The path of waiting

Seems to be so long that I
Sometimes forget that

I need to move with the time

To give effort a goal, an end-rhyme.

Two

Even if I fail

Could the morn look otherwise?
There will be the light

On the deep of my mind from where
Another dream will take it’s flight.
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Journey of Life

Diptarupa Mallick Dasgupta

Uneven road -

Stormy wind,
Merciless sun,
Helpless me.
Tumbling van,

Knocks down the road,
Flying umbrella,
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Defies my tight hold.

The driver sweats,

I pity him, I swear;

But what's the option left for me?

Home is far, house is near!

Waiting eagerly for the summer holidays,
There’s still two and a half weeks more -
Calculating how much then to enjoy

As well as how fast the days will go!

It happened as I had expected,
And now the holidays are gone -
There’s only one king at present -
And that’s the raging, fierce sun.
Staggering days, sleepless nights,
No current or low voltage,

Such is my miserable plight!

Our guest, the rain,

Has not yet come,

How to pass the remaining days?
I shudder down -

To think upon.

My first experience of rainfall in
Sundarban,

Was an appalling one!

The sticking of my shoe in the mud
Had terribly begun.
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How to go to school the next day?
Was my everyday nightmare!

For the van couldn’t proceed till the
school building,

The mud wouldn’t permit the driver.
The struggling season ended,

The count for the pujas began -

The puja too started and finished,
Calling me back to Sundarban!

That session somehow expired,

With the onset of December,

I came back home briefly;

Having God in my prayer.

The next session began

In March I completed a year

My only appeal to the Almighty now
Is to arrange for my transfer.
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“..Come, thick night,

And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of
hell,

That my keen knife see not the wound it
makes,..”
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The Flow and Glow of Happiness
Abanti Pal

Happiness is that tiny stream

Flowing down the mountain sides,
Meandering as the magnanimous river;
Merging with the ocean tides!

Happiness is that tiny glow

Of a teeny twinkling starlight,

But if you close your eyes and feel;
You'll see the dazzling lights!

Happiness is that tiny bubble
That pops out into the air,
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And the little happiness that you have
given;
Now surrounds you everywhere!

So when you see the magical world
Smiling at you with joys untold,

Its the happiness that you have sown;
Coming back to you manifold!

In the Pen of a Retired Teacher
Supriya Mandal

Alone sitting in my old armchair

In the front veranda

Purposelessly think of by-gone working
days,

The very first day and the grand farewell

In my honour,

And the days between them,

Mixed with joy, smile, tears and grief.
Memories are flashing one by one
Making me flown in their streams.

Was there almost three and thirty years;
And this thought is tormenting
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The required strength of living

The remaining days.

Now all days are my holidays,

And leisure is my only mate.

I enriched the vessel of my teaching life
A little.

I witnessed the birth of many new
possibilities,

And the death of many young hopes.
In the cycle of Nature

Some go and some come to fill the
emptiness.

I will not be perennial,

But I will live, and surely live

In the hearts of my children —my
students.
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Pets/ Kids
Dr. Sangeeta Sharma

It is in vogue these days to pet dogs!
Of breed diverse.

The rarer the breed, the prouder the
owner

The puniest to the largest

You find them on the leash

In all sizes...

An irony:

A bewildering sight-

A father taking an evening walk with
barely a year-old child

With all his attention focussed on his
German Shepherd

The child staggering and tottering, in
another direction, few feet apart,

On its own, on an uneven ground
Ready to trip whereas

The father more concerned

About the canine than the child

Page

214



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

Who lets his leash go loose allowing the
dog freedom to track around

And pee and poop

The wobbling kid stops and gawks at his
tather

But the father hardly concerned...

Poor Workers
Dr. Sangeeta Sharma

They are the poor unfortunate daily wage
earners

Who live lives like butterflies for wanton
boys

To make life comfortable and joyful for
the prosperous

On stake, they put their existence

Perched high on the temporary scaffolds
fixed on the skyscrapers

Swinging up and down, high and low
On the rope that suspends them between
life and death, heaven and earth

They clean the glasses and beautify the
facades
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Masses, unconcerned about their plight,
peril and powerlessness

Carry on life, customarily, on the busy
streets

Until one day, a poignant scream
reverberates

In the neighbourhood of a tumbling
worker who meets his disastrous death.

Georgetown, Penang
Aneek Chatterjee

The smell of the sea is visible here,

on the plate, in seaweeds.

This old white mansion and

the black streets take you to colonial
periods.

The smart lady in the reception shapes
her nails,

always; and seems nowhere to go in this
world, ever.

Our time has also stopped on the wooden
decks,

where blue of the sky fights a twin in the
sea.
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Decorated rickshaws and colorful people
on ride are excellent murals on the wall,
we watch lazily in the afternoon.

The sea is wavy here, sending messages
to colonial rulers.

The bi-cycle rider from the wall took me
on

his two-wheeler and roamed in the town
and

we talked to the orange lady in a
forgotten wall.

And in one bright morning,

banana leaves and coconut rice
whispered that they would wait for us
thousand years more on the deck,

over the old sea.
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Confusions
Aneek Chatterjee

Heartily allowed confusions to
reign over.

Straight lines are flat & boring.

They lie long, as if in deep & smooth
sleep all the time,

like indifferent runways.

As if, without any dreams.

Confusions are zig zag; in every

turn there is tension & expectation;
dismay, dark; hopes alluring.
Confusions are like friends staying in
distant lands; but with you in joy

& sorrow all the time

Sometimes like vibrant seasonal
flowers; wavy mountains.

Not smooth, sleepy straights,
without colored life.
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GODDESS—1 WAS SEARCHING
FOR YOU
Dr. Paramita Mukherjee Mullick

I was searching for you for so long.

I have worshipped you through poetry
and song.

You came in silently many a times.
You made no sound, no bells chimed.
You hugged me and kissed me and
showered me with love.

You enwrapped me in motherly love.

I was searching for you, was I blind?
I searched and searched but YOU, I
couldn’t find.

You cared for me day and night.
You protected me from every fight.
You came in to fulfil my dreams.
You were in the guise of my father it
seems.

I was searching for you in every nook.
I didn’t realise you were hidden in my
loved one’s look.

With you I travelled my life’s way.

Page

219



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

Collecting precious life gems every day.
You made me grow leaps and bounds.
You filled my life with happiness, rarely
found.

I was searching for you every day.

You came hushedly and showed me the
right way.

You made me fulfilled and busy.

You taught me how to be simple and
easy.

You in the form of my child transformed
me.

You are always with me Goddess, at last I
could see.
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They are Walking...
Supriya Mandal

Miles after miles, cities after cities,

Bare feet, empty stomachs are walking,
Walking along the rail tracks,

Under scorching sun, in heavy rain.
These dry faces do not know to stop —
These men— the "migrant labourers",

As we have termed them, they only know
That birthland is synonym of heaven;

So, they are walking with pregnant wives,
little babies,

When we are sitting idly before tv screens
With nutritious meal and secure roof,
And swallowing the news of weary
workers,

They are walking day and night, hours
after hours...

They are walking and walking...
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THOUSAND LESSONS
Sumanta Dhara

A strong wind came and

blew me up to the lane of past.
I was twice awoke to find
myself covered with black dust.

Lot of pale shadows around me
ready to put up sharp claws.
Forcibly reminded me that-
"we are your poisonous flaws."

Somehow I managed to escape
clutching the rope of pierce rays
that is now clearly revealed

in full round phase.

Still though scattering

deep holes of quicksand.

They are unable to engulf
present with lessons thousand.

Limbs can be weak for uneven path,

yet eye lids focus on destination.
There may be rain or storm,
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Identity
Wribhu Chattopadhyay

Nemai Das and I work in a same office
and in the same department. Even we
two share a single table. But I am senior
to him in terms of my joining date and
age. Every day we two have to travel a
long distance, and we ride on a single
bike from railway station to the office.
From the station we plank in different
trains. Nemai is very gentle, educated
and sober, but he has only one problem,
he only replies but doesn’t raise any
question. Whereas me and other
colleagues remain busy in politics,
economics and other burning topics there
Nemai stays calm and quite. From our
officials to union members everyone
knows about his queer behavior. I was
also very much vexed with this behavior.
A man of a same table, can be seen in
every moment, does not talk with his own
colleagues. At first I took the initiative to
melt the ice and asked, ‘Brother, look we
all gossip, chat, and make a fun to reduce
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our work pressure, we have also built a
healthy relationship, but only you remain
nonchalant. Why, is there any reason
behind it?’

Nemai heard my words and stared at me
and then replied, “Yes dada a healthy
relationship, again a poor relationship
also.”

- You understand everything, then why
don’t you talk with us.

- God knows.

He after that remained silent for some
time and then replied, ‘you have your
own colleagues to talk and to gossip and
more, don’t pull me there, please leave
me to live my own life.”

I preferred not to squeeze the matter
more. I daren’t to ask him anything. I
mumbled, ‘It is better for you to live by
your own way.’

Nemai remains in his own cocoon. We all
have decided not to disturb him more.
Even when we two ride on the same bike
I have not asked him anything. Here I
have to take an additional burden of
interpretation. I communicate with him
and he always silently nods his head for
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consentient. Nemai does not join in any
social ceremonies like marriage, obituary
tirst rice or other gatherings. Some of our
colleagues one day have taken a decision
not to invite him again. A number of
times his name also has been socked out
form the envelop. Later it has been
considered as improper and so the
policies have been postponed.  His
contribution is also a matter. But I have
understood, it is noting for Nemai if he is
invited or not. But one thing we all have
to admit Nemai is very perfect in
mentioning the subscription related
matter. He is always first in this queue.
And in all the time he unhesitatingly
contributes in my hand and switches a
formality with a gentle smirk. We have
spent a couple of years with him like this.
In this period the situation has been
improved a little. He is now talking two
percent extra with me. One day after our
office he says, ‘Dada, today I have to go in
your direction.’

I am totally surprised to hear so many
words from his side. We have been like
this for many years. On the first day of
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every month he gives me some amount as
fuel charge of my bike and says, * Dada,
here is my contribution for the fuel.” and
after getting down from the bike he says,
Okay, buy.’

Apart from these two he does not speak
anything more. Naturally when I hear
him to say those words I have not missed
the opportunity to ask, ‘then brother, are
you for any negotiation?’

His face turns to steel and he replies, ‘No
for other reason.’

I have my monthly train ticket so he has
to cut a ticket. This is the source station
naturally it remains less crowded and I
can take a seat as my own wish. We two
have taken two window seats; Nemai
offers me a cup of tea. It may take a time
of roughly an hour. Nemai asks me about
my own home and family. After getting
his satisfactory answer he takes a self
invitation, ‘Dada, one day I must be at
your house.”

I understand Nemai is in very good mode
and so I get a momentum to get his
revelation. I directly throw a question to
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him, ‘Brother, why are living in this
secluded life.

-Secluded! He smirks.

I continue, “You don’t chat with us, not
even to me.’

He heaves a sigh and pauses for a
moment. Train starts to wheel. I take a
glance at him and find he is staring out
side through the window. After some
time Nemai turns at me and says, ‘Dada
what to say on your queries, it is better
for you to hear a story. Usually it is
almost a nightmare to go with me.’

His last words put me in tremble. He
starts his story. There is a village and at
the edge part of it, there was a Ruidas
para. You know dada Ruidas,that is
Muchi, shoemaker, schedule cast in our
social hierarchy. Subal Das lived there.
He worked as a daily labour or ran
errands. He had a daughter Rina and a
son Bablu. His wife unfortunately died in
snake bite. Rina had to leave her school
and took the responsibility of her home
and also her brother. There was actually
an age difference between them.
Everything was running smoothly but
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Rina reached at her fifteen. The people of
his clan started to put pressure on Subal
regarding her marriage. From morning to
night Subal was getting bored to hear the
same story repeatedly. Actually he did
not like to mend the marriage, and so he
always bypasses the matter by replying,
“Yes I am trying, but it is very difficult to
arrange a good groom. Everyone is
hankering after for dowry.’

Rina was also working like a perfect
home maker. She arranged for lunch
when her father returned from work, she
worked like her own mother. She raged
broil with her own father when he came
drunk and she dragged him like an
instrument .Only Subal could perceive
what the definition of peace and
relaxation was. He was also worried to
feel the void in absence of Rina.

Some months after Subal had to arrange
the marriage of her daughter with Kalu
Das, a rickshaw puller by profession,
lived in nearby village. Kalu was aged,
but that was very common in their area,
and no one said anything. Subal offered a
little feast that was possible for him. Rina
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left after making them two alone.
Naturally Subal himself had to arrange
the household work. But it was not lasted
for a long time. Rina left her husband’s
home and settled permanently in her
father’s hut just within a month. No one
could actually frame out the reason
behind that decision.

Rina’s second innings was more potential
and firm. She worked like the mistress of
the home. None could beat her vigorous
attitude. Gradually she offered a ‘send
off’ to her vermillion mark that seemed a
dustbin for her. Subal and Rina started to
live synonymously. The village people
had perceived a metamorphosis in
Subal’s own attitude. He also reduced her
daily drinking habit.”

I have been deeply absorbed in the deluge
of Nemai Das’s story. Generally on the
other day I buy either ground nut or
something more, but on that day I have
quenched my heart by a cup of tea only
and that has been offered by our Nemai.
Probably Nemai also has understood the
matter and so he never compromised
with the speed of the story. In the mean
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time I have only taken out my water
bottle and drunk. Again I have entered in
the world of Subal and Rina, as Nemai
has started his story. “Apart from her own
house hold work Rina also started to
work as a maid servant.

A rumour spread across like the flowing
fire that Rina had also generated an
intimacy with a Babu ( a Man) where she
was working. No one made any direct
comment but whispered all around.
Everything was going like this, and it had
already crossed four months. One day
some women perceived a change in
Rina’s physical gesture. It was not doubt
very alarming. One day one of them
asked directly, ‘We have noticed
something queer matter, don’t hide
anything.’

-Why? What to hide from you all. I have
nothing to hideeverything is very clean
and transparent. Rina replied but in a
fumbling tone.

-You are pregnant. It can be easily
noticed from your physical structure.
Initially Rina denied that the fact but
under pressure She had to admit
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everything. Then other women started to
interrogate her, ‘Just tell us, who is the
tather, otherwise we will drag you to our
Prodhan, mind it.

They all have started to share the rumour,
what they have heard, and what is fact
and fiction. But Rina had not answered
their questions and she simply went to
the room and shut the door. The area
became crowded very soon and everyone
came before Subal’s house to quiz the
matter.

Subal was not at home then. He returned
from his work and asked, ‘What had
happened?’

He heard everything, but made no reply.
The crowd fired at him, ‘your daughter
has ashamed us, her Jamai had kicked her
off and now she has come over here and
don’t know how is she pregnant. We all
know she has an intimacy with a babu.
Now tell us is she made pregnant by him
or someone else?’

After that we cannot negotiate any
marriage of our daughters, be very
careful.”
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Subal couldn’t understand what is to be
answered. He preferred to remain silent.
After some time when everyone started a
terrific howl and cried then Subal
apologised sand replied, ‘I beg vyour
pardon for my daughter, and assure you
that we will leave this village by
tomorrow morning. Please be calm, and
let us stay for this night only.

The villagers hear everything and say,
“but we have to know who has made her
pregnant?’

~-Then you can do that you prefer, I can’t
say more. Subal replied.

Next day at the very dawn Subal and
Rina left the village and settled in a town.
They rented a slum there. Subal started a
new job as a helper in construction work.
Time moves on its own wheel. Subal also
contacted with a quack consultant for
Rina’s abortion. But Rina did not agree
with it. After some months she begot a son
in the government hospital. A new life
begins for Rina and Subal.

I ask Nemai to pause and ask, ‘and what
about the news of Subal’s son?’
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-When the crowd had gathered around
Subal’s house, his son was playing then.
But he had not returned from there. Subal
and Rina searched for him but could not
get any sign. They left the village and
next day the dead body of Subal’s son
was found floating on the river.

I have heard the story from Nemai but it
has not quenched my thirst. It is for me a
same damp sack story. It is almost like
our television serials. But I have not said
anything to him. Nemai is very shy. No
one can say if I make any negative reply
he may stop talking permanently with
me. It may be more problematic. My
station has come and I need to get down
from the train, but when I stare at him I
find his eyes are soaked in tear. I become
surprised and keep my hand on his
shoulder and then I ask, ‘what has
happened brother? Are you having any
problem?’

-Nemai mops his eyes and replies, ‘Dada
my mind is heavy with stony pressure, let
me cry. At least it may reduce my pain.’
Weeping is also very heavy. It is like
thunder and cannot melt the ice.
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I again ask him, “Where are you going?’
- My mother lives in an asylum and [ am
going to consult with the doctor.
- What about your father.

Nemai heaves a sigh and replies, “better
to leave the matter.”
I think not to fire any more question, but
guess the story has a link with Nemai. I
get down from the train. From the next
day office is still going on. We are doing
the same thing. But I have not shared his
story to anyone. After some months one
day I am updating the database of our
office employees. At the time of updating
Nemai Das I am totally shocked to find
Nemai and his data base. It says, ‘Nemai
Das, mother Rina Das, Father Subal Das.
Nominee Rina Das, share hundred
percent.
I am totally confused and cannot do
anything. A cold line of perspiration runs
inside my spine and catechism collapses
my brain. But I have not asked anything
to Nemai but understand, ‘silence is the
main source of peace.’
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Silent Love

Samiran Sarkar

A few minutes back they have left the
place by Taxi.Dipali has closed the main
door.They have gone for a courtesy visit
to the house of elder sister of
'Ginnima'.They will come back in the
evening,.

Till then there is none in this house
excepting Dipali herself and 'Sandhya
masi',the cook.'Sandhya masi'(Sandhya
auntie)has been suffering from fever since
yesterday.She has already informed
Dipali that she will take nothing
today.She has also requested Dipali for
self cooking for today.

A few years back Dipali was
appointed as a house maid of this
house.Sandhya masi helped her to come
here.Sandhya masi and Dipali belong to a
same village of Birbhum district.From her
childhood Dipali came to know that
Sandhya masi ,a closed friend of her
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mother ,was engaged as a cook in the
house of Baboos in Kolkata.As and when
Sandhya masi visited their house ,Dipali
had tried to compare Sandhya masi with
her mother.

Both were of same age.But there was
a remarkable difference between the two
friends.Sandhya masi has put on
brilliantly white sarees ,has dressed hair
using sweet scented oil.She is chewing
betel nutJarda etc.She is healthy and
attractive too.On the otherhand her
mother has put on a dirty and tattered
cloth.Her long hairs have become almost
matted for want of oil and timely
combing.Her skin is giving off dry dirt as
as and when rubbed.Her body is haggard
looking for want of two meals a day.

Dipali had heard then the names of
many good food and drink items from
Sandhya masi.But they usually did not
get two meals a day.They then could
arrange only rice and edible herbs and
creepers or worthless vegetables and that
too without edible oil.Dipa started to
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dream a dream of going to Kolkata with
Sandhya masi and work in Baboos'
house,putting on good dresses thereat.

Suddenly one day Sandhya masi
gave that proposal.She told to Dipali's
mother one day,"Your daughter has
grown up.Let her go with me to Kolkata
and stay with me there at Baboos' house
and as a house- maid.Baboos are in a dire
need of a whole timer 'KAJER LOK'.
Dipali's mother did not agree with the
proposal.But, at the request of Sandhya
masi and Dipali both,she agreed at last.

When Dipali came at Baboos'
house ,she was then only thirteen years
old.At that time a change was slowly
coming in her body.Dipali felt that.But
she noticed that ,Sonali,the only daughter
of 'Kattababu'(the house master),who was
older than Dipali ,was still behaving like
a child at that time.She was then reading
at a school.'Barda'(the elder soon of the
house)had then only joined Government
service.'Chhorda'(the younger son of the
house) was then a college
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student.'Kattababu' was then a pension
holder.

Seven years elapsed.Now,Dipali is
twenty.Kattababu had expiered three
years back.Barda is married
now.Chhorda  has  completed his
education after waiting thee years joined
in a Private Company in a supervisory
post.Chhordi,Sonali ,after completing her
school educationhas entered in college
now.'Baraboudi',(wife of Barda) has given
birth to a male child,Pintu.

During last seven years Dipali has
also changed hesrlf.She is now
developed,both physically and
mentally.She is now a healthy,beautiful
and a smart girl of twenty.Now,she can
speak gently and behaves politely.She can
now read newspaper.She can now keep
accounts.She can sing also.For all her
changes she is indebted to 'Chhorda' and
'Chhordi' both.

Though 'Chhordi' is hard to please,
but her mind is soft.Now,standing in
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Chhordi's room,in front of her
mirror,wearing her modern dress,using
her lipstick etc,Dipali thinks that, if
Chhordi commes suddenly and finds
Dipali right now what she can do.At first
pulling her hairs,she will take Dipali
either to Ginnima's room or Baraboudi's
room for punishment.While taking
there,she may not also miss to slap Dipali.

Wearing Chhordi's dress,Dipali tries
to copy Chhordi's voice and utter
sweetly,"Oh Sandhya masi,please arrange
food for me,I will go to college.Hurry
up,please!

Suddenly Sandhya masi
replied,"What are you saying Dipa?Do
you need anything?

----No no masi,I need nothing.Are you
tfeeling well now?
----A little better.

Dipali starts laughing.She enters the
room of Barda.
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There are a good no of porcelain
dolls kept in a wall-almirah nicely.There
is a wooden toy horse onthe floor.It is
Pintu's hot favourite.A small toy cycle
and many other toys of Pintu are
scattered in the room.Before leaving room
Pintu was playing with these.There is a
Alna (stand)in the room for keeping
clothes.A few shirts ,trousers etc. of
Barda,sharee,blouse,bra etc. of
Baraboudji,shirts and pants of Pintu are
kept there in a indecent manner.There is a
T.V set at western side of the
room,kepton a wooden table.There is a
nice Dressing Table beside the that.A joint
photograph of Barda and Baraboudi is
kept in a Photostand there.Dipali looks at
the Photo.She speaks in a low voice, "No
no,Baraboudi is not beautiful.She is
mismatch to Barda.How Ginnima choose
her for Barda,God knows.

Dipali has heard from Sandhya masi
that,Baraboudi has come from a rich
family and her family offered a big
'Dowry' and valuable gifts  during
marriage.Baraboudi is not only bad
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looking ,her behavior is not good
also.Starting from the morning to late
night ,she always makes faces at Dipali.

She says,"Dipali,clean the room
quickly."Before cleaning the room,she
again orders,"Dipa, wash the clothes of
your Barda and Pintu.Before completing
that work,she again says," Dipa,give me a
cup of tea quickly."Dipa,do this
now.""Dipa,do that quickly." etc. etc. etc.

On the other hand,Barda is a nice
gentleman.He seldom orders her to do
anywork.Looking at the joint picture of
Barda and Baraboudi,Dipali thinks that
after her marriage she will keep a joint
photograph of herself and her husband in
her bedroom.But who,who will arrange
her marriage ?Her mother has expired
long long ago.

Dipali starts thinking about her
future husband.Whether he will looking
like Barda or Ashokda,the private tutor of
Chhorda or like Chhorda!
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Chhorda,Prakash,how nice he is!Dipali
enters the room of Chhorda on small
steps.A big photograph of Chhorda is
hanging from the wall. Many many books
are visible through the glass door of the
wall almirah.There is a chair and a table
placed near the window at the eastern
side of the room.Sitting on that chair
'Chhorda' writes poems.A beutifully
decorated flower vase with a bunch of
Tuberose is kept on the table.The
bedstead of Chhorda is near the south
facing window of the room.A beautiful
bedspread is there.Dipali goes there step
by step and lies down on the bed
slowly.She takes breath putting her nose
closed to the bed.She gets the body odour
of Chhorda.She gets same smell when she
washes the shirts and trousers of
Chhorda.

Dipali turns turtle.She looks at the photo
of Chhorda.Chhorda is looking at her
from the photo.Dipali imagines Chhorda
will speak soon, "Wah!Dipa,you are
looking nice with the dress of Sonali."
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During the early days here,Dipali
had played Ludo with Chhorda and
Chhordi .At that time Chhorda was a
college student.After completing his
studies Chhorda was unemployed for
about two years.During those days
Chhorda usef to write something
regularly in a big Khata.One day Dipali
asked Chhorda,"What do you write
regularly?"

----- Poems.Do you know Dipa many of
my

poems have been published in
magazines?

Chhorda showed her a few magazines
where poems of Chhorda have been
published.Dipali heard al,but could not
understand what was the utility of
publishing poems..But she understood
that writing and publishing poems
Chhorda was very happy.So,she also
became happy.

Lying on the bed of Chhorda,Dipali
can now remember the incident of
another day.On that day Chhorda's liking
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touched her heart.She also liked the
incident very much.

On that day,starting from the
morning the sky was cloudy . It was
drizzling from time to time.Dipali took
her bath in the moning.Her long hairs
were ruffled then.She was plucking
flower from the garden for daily religious
activities of Ginnima.She was
humming.Suddenly she noticed that
Chhorda ,with a pen in his hand,was
gazing at herWhen she looked at
Chhorda,he  suddenly  turned his
face.Dipali also turned his face out of
countenance.

After some time Dipali entered
Chhorda's room with a cup of tea .She
kept that on the table.Chhorda was
writing something.But she did not leave
the room.After a few moments,Chhorda
asked,"Do you like to say somethig
Dipa?"

Dipa did not reply.She was only rubbing
her left great toe on the floor of the room.

Page 617



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

Suddenly Chhorda told,"Dipa,while you
were plucking flower today,you were
looking very nice.Raindrops were coming
down from your forehead and chick.At
that time you were looking like a stick of
Tuberose soaked in rain.Dipali could not
hear more.When she heard these words
from her Chhorda,she left the place
quickly.

Today after a long gap of few
months,Dipali stood in the room facing
the photo of her Chhorda and
whispered,"You are handsome
Prakash,you are too handsome!

Dipali passed the whole day in
obsession .At last evening came
crawling.Suddenly the doorbell
rang.Dipali quickly put offthe Maxi of
Chhordi and wore her own dress.As soon
as she opened thedoor,Baraboudi shouted
"Why are you so late?Did you sleep the
whole day? She handed over sleeping
Pintu to Dipali and ordered loudly,"Keep
Pintu on his bed immediayely.Don't miss
to rig upmosquiyo curtain."
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Chhordi told,"Dipa,give me a cup of
tea quicklyl am suffering from bad
headache for want of tea in time.

Ginnima told,"Dipa,come to my room
quickly with lukewarm oil; rheumatic
pain on my right knee has suddenly
increased.Quick Dipa,quick.

Barda told gently ,"Dipa,wash my
shirt,please.Pintu has vomitted on my
shirt.

Dipa was kept silent.She looked at
Chhorda quickly who was looking at her.

While opening the door,Dipali was
eager to know the story of their whole
day tour.But now ,she is not thinking so.
Dipali remembers she is only a house-
maid here.All the dreams she dreamt the
whole day were frittering away now.She
is not dreaming now to wear good
dresses,to take good food,to take a rest
under the pacca roof .Rather she is now
thinking about to return to her own
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village,to catch fish,Oyster etc. from a
pond,a marsh there,collects mangoes after
the North-Wester,collects Water lilly from
pond.She is now dreaming to swim like a
Goose in the Dighi(a big lond) there.

But............. Chhorda......2?22??
Only......Only for Chhorda.....!I!!!!
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Ahsaan

Sanhita Banerjee

It was one of those autumn morns when
Ahsaan chose to call herself Shabnam
may be ! Dew drenched grass squashed
below her dainty feet revealed sublime
surrender effortlessly as she glided over
the fields to reach the tree. There was
only one wishful thinking tree in this
garden ! .Only one ! Her feet left blood
red alta prints on the grass blades as she
hastily tried to reach her branches . She
was heaving to her eager arms trying to
access the farthest flowering glory .She
shook the tree to and fro , and in
seconds the grassland was covered by
withering shiwli bloom....It was mahalaya
! The love letter of autumn had arrived !
and who could read it better than
Ahsaan did ! She did not know why ! an
unfathomable bliss and unearthly joy
overwhelmed her during this time , since
her childhood ! Her father Ramjan Mianh
was a matter of fact, small scale, clothes
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dealer for whom , this was a busy season
here in Bengal. In a family of five
children, crowding in one room , where
she had struggled , to mother her siblings
since her mothers demise , such
emotional luxury was wunthinkable.
Ahsaan carefully picked up each flower
and gathered in her anchal .Her fingers
quivered in sheer ecstasy as she picked
them off the ground . She was Shabnam
now . Named and renamed at her own
will she knew , she would be Khowaish
at the moment , the sun would rise when
she , would make a garland out of them
to adore her unruly locks , after a shower!
She would be Ahsaan again by
day! Abbu would call her to make
chapatis for the family and vaji with tea .
Her younger two brothers Rahim and
Shahzada would go to work in the nearby
zari emporium while her sis Manzil
would fiddle with the doll , she has
inherited from her foofis daughter Zarina
recently .Zarina is in school .they are rich.

Ahsaan’ s elder sister Nazneen is in dubai
No one knows how , but she manages to
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send dollars to the family once in a while
. Shabnam knows , Nazneen was married
off to a buisnessman there as Abbu said .
She cant recollect seeing her though
ever. .Abbu says , Ahsaan should also
get ready for her nikah next year . She
would go to Dubai too. Ahsaan does not
like the idea. Is there such autumn in
Dubai ? Are there wishful shiuli trees
out there?
She does not know. Abbus friend
Nishikant dada as she calls him , and
Karim vai makes clay idols here . She has
seen making and breaking of the “Durga
“with them . Ahsaan knows not why, the
sky summons her ! She will be Khoaish
soon ! And it is a matter of seven days
when she will be Durga ! “ Shamsheree”
can they call her then ? Ranjan , her
buddy was saying the other day ! Ahsaan
loves Durga ! And the transformation ...it
is happening ..

She hardly could drape her saree well
even last year , . But rest of it, she had
in her being .! Her soul from the inception
carried the essence of the attire being
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wind around her unearthly aura, like the
psyche of a woman in love , by the
tender perception , of her sensuality in
love ! Ahsaan knew not , why such
metamorphosis kept happening ,within
her ! Like the sky looking bluer everyday
; with clouds grazing lazily, as though, in
the meadow of the azure , like the rains
suddenly rushing in and out of the scape
tilled with mirth and delicate glory , she
spontaneously swayed like unblemished
white kash plumes, in the light breeze
along the grassland below .

The tree was waving at her , with its
branches adorned by the unblemished
white and orange starlets all over ! Some
, like tear drops on the cheek of a little
girl , were rolling down on the downy
grassland below ! As she was collecting
them , Ahsaan remembered Manzil !
Her cute little sis , who could never walk
Right from her birth , she was disabled
and would haplessly cry at the sight of
others of her age playing in the courtyard
right before their house in the basti .
Ahsaan heaved a deep compassionate
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sigh for a moment ! She always wanted
to see Manzil happy !
It was first light kissing her hair , when
she was done . Her anchal overflowing
with shiuli blooms she looked up at the
sky ! Her eye lashes were long and curled
upwards giving her the beauty urging
people to look on , while her eyes
glittered naughtily with childish gleam
of dreamy gaze all-around .The crimson
ball had just popped out on the blue sky
I Oh she was Khowaish now !
“ Ahsaan beta “ it was her father looking
for her . .She was busy threading the
flowers into a garland sitting on the
verandah.

“wait a while Khowaish !I will just be
back ...”
She muttered to herself as she caressed
the unfinished garland lovingly before
rushing to the kitchen .She had to prepare
tea for Abbu with ginger to his liking
now and later for her brothers when they
woke up .
“Beta , Nasser chacha will be joining us
for breakfast today . Paratha banana “ her
father ,was not oblivious of his daughter
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pacing fast towards woman hood , hence
had called Nasser to discuss her nikkah
issues . Ahsaan knew . She could not
stand the sight of Nasser , the zari
merchant in the locality ,who gave her
nasty glances wherever” abbu “called
him over .

It was little late in the morning , when
after preparing tea and breakfast for all ,
and waking up and grooming Manzil ,
she finally could be Shabnam again ! The
garland with a splash of water droplets
on it to wake the flowers up , looked
perfect around her locks waving all
around her face glowing like a water lilly
after a bath .

She had fixed a smaller one for Manzil
too .

She would now be off to Nishikant dada s
place ! Will they paint the eyes today ?
How she craved to do that herself ! She
had pleaded to Nishikant dada so many
times ! He always laughed it away ! “It is
not easy ! You are a woman dear !Only
men can .and we .you and me ..our
mazab is different “ Karim vai tried to
explain. Ahsaan would not listen . If
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Ahsaan might have a mazab Shabnam
did not ! Nor did Khowaish ! They were
not born of abbu ammi ! They were
born of her soul.! Like Durga born out of
the rage of the Gods as Panditji says , she
was of her too of sublime glory may be !
As she stepped out of the gate, Abbu
called her to meet Nasser cha cha .
Ahsaan reluctantly stood before both
men , as her wings fluttered within to
fly!

“Yes you are right “Nasser said after a
long obnoxious gaze at her , almost
making her feel nauseated! “yes mianh !
She has really grown up ! Its time ... u
better keep her home .....”

Her Abbu smiled sheepishly and
nodded in concurrence .Suddenly |,
Ahsaan felt like she was a piece of gosth
“in the butchers , which the two men
were talking about . She quickly tucked
her anchal tightly around her waist and
tried to slip away ! “Look ! she is
embarassed ! “ Naseer s words followed
her as she heard both of them laughing
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There at Nishikant dada” s , it was a
different world altogether . The idol
stood high and erect about to be
empowered with weapons in all her arms
boldly stretched out . Her magnificient
nude looked more powerful , than any
clad self of women around ! Nishikant
dada was bent over the perfectly
sculptured face with a paintbrush in his
hand when she reached . The sky was lit
up by the turquoise blue which knew no
bounds ! In the red bordered saree Anita
didi had presented her with , and shiuli
adorned all over her hair , Ahsaan looked
on ..The Stotro was chanted all over the
universe she felt! As it was played ina
microphone at a distance ! How she
loved this morning ! “so here you are! “
said Nishikant dada . He looked fresh
after a bath, in white dhoti and shirt like
every year .only his white head being
more befitting the colour of his attire
each year , he didn’t seem to change! Yet
everything changed on this day each time
! How powerful was he! Thought Ahsaan,
as Khowaish again ! Gifting the all
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powerful mother sight ! She looked on
as Nishikant dada bent before the face
curved intricately out of his own hands
He looked meditative!l She was just
beside him ! Suddenly, he looked at her
and smiled , as if in trance! Then
suddenly to her surprise said “come! will
you Maa ?” She didn’t know what he
was saying ! “what dada ? “ He looked
into her wide eyes and whispered “ take
the brush Maa .wake her up!” she
could not believe her ears ! From ages
she had always been at Nishikant dadas
little tinned roofed studio, fiddling with
clay , as he made idols step by step .She
had innate desire for painting and with
the little toy Durga idol she fiddled with
every time, gradually learning to make
it, she had been practicing this almost to
perfection by now every year ! Nishikant
dada taught her himself ! But the real.idol
she never could think of being permitted
to touch , though she really never
understood Karim vai s logic behind it .
Her fingers trembling , she nodded and
took the brush ..Nishikant dada , smiled
at her as she bent over the heart shaped
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face and gradually was immersed in
painting the long eyelashes along the
corner of each eye, like her own , almost
perfectly ! Her lips quivered and broke
into the immortal chant of Stotro ,” Aham
rudre bhi vasu bhish charami aham /
aham adityer uta visva devaya ..” while
Nishikant stood closed eyes and
folded hands before the duo ! Tears
rolled down the crevasses of his cheeks !
He had seen the mother in her last night !
On her way back, as if in trance , Ahsaan
rushed to Anitadidis place .Anitadidi
was waiting for her as usual .She was so
different ! Head mistress of the only govt
high school in the moholla, herself, she
lived alone . She had a library in her
house, and sang and painted beautifully.
She ran evening classes, for children like
Ahsaan too. She guided them to complete
school education through private
examinations out of school and two girls
had completed graduation from their
locality from her classes already ! Anita
didi always said Ahsaan had a long way
to go ! .”Shabnam!” She stretched out her
hands to receive her . “or Khowaish ?

Page 630



Alekh Pujabarshiki | 2021

“she whispered ! She alone knew it all
...She was painting a face of Durga on
canvas!..She looked stunningly beautiful

and confident and strong ! Ahsaan was

panting in excitement! “didi .. You know

Nishikant dada, let me paint Her eyes

today ! And I!1I did it I” her voice was

immersed in emotions as she broke into
sobs of elation and ecstasy ! Anitadidi
held her firmly to her bossom as she
weeped, . Then, as if from a distance,
said ..”come! Take up your arms now !
You are blessed ! You are empowered
with her glory ! “The two looked at each
others eyes ! Ahsaan could feel her arms,
rising to strong protest against anything
that came in her way ! She had to fight
out and win ! Her armoured soul knew
no bounds today! She wasDurgal

Shamsheree! armed with the invincible

weapon of her self assertion today ! The

Mother had painted her eyes too, to give

her sight into life today !

It was almost twilight when the siren
broke the silence of the locality . .A lady
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in khaki uniform jumped out of the
veichle in the moholla ! She bore stars on
her shoulder and left her escorts behind
as she walked .briskly along ! .It was
autumn evening , and dew drops had
started kissing the grass knitting webs
already .She walked past the old
sculptors shade now closed, the old little
basti shelter where once a little girl
snuggled in with her siblings . Finally ,
she was there ! An old lady rushed out of
the little house to hug her as she took off
her cap to touch her feet ..tears flew ..as
years did .on her way back , she
stopped by the wishful tree ! ...It had
blooms all over as before , but grown
stronger and taller like her ! Nishikant
dada was no more ! ..She met an aging
Karim vai at his door ..she had to rush!
..There was so much to do being the
newly posted Commissioner there.!
There was , apart from duty , her own
puja idol she had to paint tomorrow !
Manzil was looking into it all she knew,
at her residence .Abbu was there too .He
called her Samsheree now !
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